The Every Child Matters (ECM) Green Paper identified the five outcomes that are most important to children and young people:

· be healthy

· stay safe

· enjoy and achieve

· make a positive contribution

· achieve economic well-being.

The five outcomes are universal ambitions for every child and young person, whatever their background or circumstances. Improving outcomes for all children and young people underpins all of the development and work within Children's Trusts.

The outcomes are mutually reinforcing. For example, children and young people learn and thrive when they are healthy, safe and engaged; and the evidence shows clearly that educational achievement is the most effective route out of poverty.

Improving outcomes also involves narrowing the gap between disadvantaged children and their peers. The Government is focusing particularly on improving outcomes for looked-after children and children with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities, and on reducing the incidence of teenage pregnancy and the number of young people not in education, employment or training.
The Government recognises the crucial role of parents, carers and families in improving outcomes for children and young people and the need to provide support for parents, carers and families in order for them to do so. The Government also recognises the important role of the local community.

To ensure that local children's services reflect the needs of children and young people, LAs and partners need to ensure there is a good level of participation of children and young people in the design and delivery of services.

